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To the Distinguished Members of the La. House Committee on Natural Resources 

and Environment and Senate Committee on Environmental Quality of the 

Louisiana Legislature and the People of the Great State of Louisiana 
 

 

April 2016 

 

 

Dear Members: 

We, the members of the Lake Providence Watershed Council, have completed this 

timely report in accordance with Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 115 of Regular 

Session 2015.  

Specifically, the Lake Providence Watershed Council has assembled and prepared 

this document which is a plan of action for watershed management. It is the intent of 

this Council, interested stakeholders, and all those involved in the project to preserve, 

protect, and enhance the quality of Lake Providence located in Pointe Coupee Parish - 

now and for generations to come. 

The citizens of Louisiana deserve to have a restored and viable False River. The lake 

restoration and revitalization can be accomplished through engineering, education, 

enticement and, as well as, enforcement of new regulations focused on best 

management practices.  

The report offers background information, an executive summary, graphs, charts and 

maps, and recommendations for your review. We look forward to any further 

guidance or feedback as we press forward with the Lake Providence Aquatic 

Resources Ecosystem Restoration Project. 

We appreciate the support of the Louisiana Legislature as we move forward with this 

plan of action. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

The Members of the Lake Providence Watershed Council  



 

ii 

 

Lake Providence Watershed Fact Sheet 

 

Lake Providence Watershed:  

• East Carroll Parish 

• Total area: ~11,000 acres 

• Cultivated area: ~? acres (?%) 

• Developed area: ~1,600 acres (14%) 

 

 

Lake Providence 

• Owned by the State of Louisiana 

• Oxbow/horseshoe lake – abandoned meander of the Mississippi River 

• Area: ~1,380 acres (3,200 acres with associated wetlands) 

• Shoreline (incl. the Chute): 74,000 feet (14 miles) 

• Developed shoreline: 46,000 feet (9 miles) 

• Pool stage: 90 feet above mean sea level (NGVD) 

• Volume (pool stage): ? acre-feet (? billion gallons) 

• Maximum depth: 37 feet  

• Average depth: 12 feet  

• Highest water level recorded: ? feet (  ) 

• Lowest water level recorded: ? feet (  ) 

• Primary Outfall - Bayou Baxton Structure owned by LDOTD 

• Secondary Outfall - Tensas Bayou spillway 

• Estimated sediment influx: ?  tons 

 

 

Sources: Louisiana Sportsman, LDWF 

 

  



 

iii 

 

Members of the Lake Providence Watershed Council 

 

(1) Kevin Wofford 

Designee of the Commissioner of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

P.O. Box 631, 5825 Florida Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-0631 

Phone: (225) 925-3763/Email: kevin_w@ldaf.state.la.us  

 

(2) Amanda Vincent 

Designee of the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 

P.O. Box 4301 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301 

Phone: (225) 219-3188/Email: Amanda.Vincent@LA.GOV  

 

(3) William Smith 

Designee of the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 

  

 

Phone: (318) 676-5422/Email: William.Smith2@LA.GOV  

 

(4) Thomas P. Van Biersel, Vice Chairman 

Designee of the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 44487, 617 North Third Street 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487 

Phone: (225) 342-1813/Email: thomas.vanbiersel@LA.GOV 

 

(5) Randy Myers, Chairman 

Designee of the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 

P.O. Box 98000, 2000 Quail Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898 

Phone: (225) 765-2331/Email: rmyers@wlf.la.gov 

 

(6) Francis Thompson 

Senator – District 34 

Box 68  

Delhi, LA 71232 

Phone: (318) 878-5650/Email: thompsof@legis.la.gov  

 

(7) John F. "Andy" Anders  

Representative – District 21 

200 Advocate Row, Suite D 

Vidalia, LA 71373 

Phone: (318) 336-5865/Email: larep021@legis.la.gov  

 

(8a)   

Appointed by the Senator from Senate District 34 

  

 Lake Providence, LA 71254 



 

iv 

 

Phone: (318)  - /Email:   

 

(8b)   

Appointed by the Senator from Senate District 34 

  

 Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email:   

 

(9a) Teddy Schneider 

Appointed by the representative from House District 21 

 

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email: farm71254@gmail.com  

 

(9b) Donna Winters 

Appointed by the representative from House District 21 

  

 Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email: dbwd@yahoo.com 

 

(10a) S. Lee Denny 

East Carroll Parish Police Juror - District 5 

400 First St. 

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318) 559-2256/Email: leedenny@bellsouth.net  

 

(10b) Francis Lensing 

Appointed by East Carroll Parish Police Jury 

  

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email: francisllch@bayou.com  

 

(11)   

Appointed by the East Carroll Parish Sheriff 

  

 Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email:   

 

(12)   

Appointed by the city of Lake Providence 

  

 Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email:   

 

  



 

v 

 

Kenneth A. “Andy” Brister 

Appointed by   

Brister & Brister. 

318 Morgan Street, PO Box 266 

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318) 559-5800/Email: andy@bristerlaw.com   

 

Reynold S. Minsky 

Appointed by  

HWY 65 S 

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318) 559-1613/Email: minsky@bayou.com    

 

Mark Brown 

Appointed by  

  

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

Phone: (318)  - /Email: northend1961@gmail.com  

 

 

Jim Lensing 

Appointed by   

  

Lake Providence, LA 71254 

(318)  - /Email: jimlensing@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

Other Contributors to the Report 

  

 

  



 

vi 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
TABLE OF FIGURES...................................................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF APPENDICES .............................................................................................................................. vii 

ACRONYMS .................................................................................................................................................. viii 

1 Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 9 

2 Identification of Historical, Current and Future Watershed Issues/Concerns ............................ 9 

2.1 Flooding ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2 Water Quality ............................................................................................................................. 9 

2.2.1 pH ............................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.2 Dissolved Oxygen ....................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.3 Fecal Coliform ............................................................................................................................ 9 

2.2.4 Nutrients ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.5 Pesticides .................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.6. Turbidity ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.7. Sedimentation ............................................................................................................................. 9 

2.2.8 Temperature................................................................................................................................ 9 

2.3 Fisheries ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.3.1 Non-native Fish .......................................................................................................................... 9 

2.3.2 Declining Stock ......................................................................................................................... 10 

2.4 Aquatic Habitat ........................................................................................................................ 10 

2.4.1 Loss of Edge Habitat ................................................................................................................ 10 

2.4.2 Loss of Submerged Aquatic Vegetation .................................................................................... 10 

2.4.3 Boat Wake ................................................................................................................................. 10 

2.5 Land Use Development ............................................................................................................ 10 

2.5.1 Shoreline Development ............................................................................................................. 10 

2.5.2 Bulkheads.................................................................................................................................. 10 

2.5.3 Piers, Boathouses and Boatlifts ................................................................................................ 10 

2.5.4 Sewerage Systems ..................................................................................................................... 10 

2.5.5 Drainage Systems ..................................................................................................................... 10 

2.6 Data Gaps ................................................................................................................................. 10 

2.6.1 Lake Level Monitoring .............................................................................................................. 10 



 

vii 

 

2.6.2 Lake Bathymetry ....................................................................................................................... 10 

2.6.3 Lake Sediment Physical and Chemical Properties ................................................................... 10 

2.6.4 Watershed Response to Storm Event ........................................................................................ 10 

2.6.5 Sedimentation and Nutrients Transport Study .......................................................................... 10 

3 Management Strategies ............................................................................................................ 11 

3.1 Flooding ................................................................................................................................... 11 

3.1.1  Lake Level Management ................................................................................................................. 11 

3.2 Water quality ............................................................................................................................ 11 

3.2.1 Nutrient Run-off Management .................................................................................................. 11 

3.2.2 Sediment Run-off Management ................................................................................................. 11 

3.2.3 Private/Public Sanitary Effluent Management ......................................................................... 11 

3.2.4 Storm Flow Management .......................................................................................................... 11 

3.2.5 Shoreline Modification Management ....................................................................................... 11 

3.2.6 Watershed Conservation Measures .......................................................................................... 11 

3.2.7 Habitat Restoration .................................................................................................................. 12 

3.2.8 Fisheries Management ............................................................................................................. 12 

3.2.9 Coordination of Federal, State, and Local Efforts to Improve and Protect Water Quality; 

Surface Water Resource Management and Protection Policies .............................................. 12 

3.2.10 Education and Outreach ........................................................................................................... 12 

4. Funding Strategies .................................................................................................................... 12 

4.1 Capital Outlay for Ecosystem Restoration ............................................................................... 12 

4.2 Lake Providence Restoration Fund .......................................................................................... 12 

4.3 Other Funding Opportunities ................................................................................................... 12 

5 Recommendations .................................................................................................................... 12 

5.1 Priorities ................................................................................................................................... 12 

6 References ................................................................................................................................ 13 

 

TABLE OF FIGURES 
 

 

TABLE OF APPENDICES 
 



 

viii 

 

ACRONYMS 
 

BMP  Best Management Practice  

CPUE  Spring catch-per-unit-effort 

EQIP   NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentives Program  

LPWC  Lake Providence Watershed Council 

SCR  Senate Concurrent Resolution 

LDAF  Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

LDEQ  Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 

LDHH  Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 

LDNR  Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 

LDOTD Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 

LDWF  Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

MSL  Mean sea level 

NRCS  Natural Resources Conservation Service 

ECPJ  East Carroll Police Jury 

NTU  Nephelometric turbidity units  

NPS  Nonpoint Source Program  

SCS  Soil Conservation Service (U.S.) 

SWCD  Soil and Water Conservation Districts  

TSS  Total Suspended Solids 

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 

USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 

USDA  United States Department of Agriculture


